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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Background 

This study was contracted by the Authority for European Political Parties and European Political 
Foundations (the "Authority"). It collected legislative acts from the 27 EU Member States that directly 
or indirectly affect European political parties (EUPPs) and European political foundations (EUPFs), 
especially in the context of:  

 rules on donations and contributions, and  

 funding of activities (including joint events with national parties or foundations, or with 
candidates).  

Objective  

The objective of the study according to the Terms of Reference is "to provide a reliable basis for 
understanding whether, where and how (in addition to the uniform rules of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
No 1141/2014 and the EU Financial Regulation1), a EUPP or EUPF encounters differing legal constraints 
across the Union when seeking to generate contributions from their members or donations, or when 
organising activities (including joint activities with national or local partners) in the Member States." 

Main findings 

The key findings of the study are the following: 

 National provisions on European Parliament elections are almost entirely devoted to the activities 
of national parties, with European Parliament elections regulated in each country as a national 
election. There are very few provisions on donations or contributions to EUPPs or EUPFs in 
EU Member States in addition to Regulation 1141/2014, and none that would differ from the 
requirements of Regulation 1141/2014. A possible exception is Latvia, where the law appears to 
prohibit donations by legal entities to EUPPs that have their seat in Latvia.  

 Limits on European Parliament election campaign spending by national parties in Member States 
are not such as to significantly affect the ability of European political parties to fund joint events in 
Member States with parties or candidates.  

 In some Member States, national regulation of political parties and of European Parliament election 
campaigns may significantly affect the ability of EUPPs to engage in campaigning, given the 
absence of a clear legal distinction between "national" and "European" campaigns at European 
Parliament elections. National regulations would appear to prohibit EUPPs from campaigning in 
seven Member States (Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Malta, Poland, Portugal and Slovakia). If 
campaigning by a EUPP in a Member State constitutes an in-kind donation to a national political 
party that benefits from such campaigning, this could also render such campaigning illegal under 
Regulation 1141/2014; the extent to which this is the case depends on the interpretation of 
oversight authorities and has not been tested in practice. 

  
                                                               
1  Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial 

rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, 
(EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, 
and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012. 
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 INTRODUCTION: REGULATORY CONTEXT 
Regulation 1141/2014 provides a comprehensive regulatory framework for the financing of EUPPs and 
EUPFs. Given its objective, this study mainly focuses on Chapter IV of Regulation 1141/2014 which lays 
down the funding provisions, including the sources of funding and prohibitions in this regard. Of 
particular relevance to this study are the following components of this framework: 

Donations and contributions: 

 EUPPs and EUPFs may accept donations from natural or legal persons of up to a value of  
EUR 18 000 per year and per donor. They may not receive donations from: anonymous sources; the 
budgets of political groups in the European Parliament; any public authority from a Member State 
or a third country, or from any undertaking over which such a public authority may exercise, directly 
or indirectly, a dominant influence by virtue of its ownership of it, its financial participation therein, 
or the rules which govern it; or any private entities based in a third country or from individuals from 
a third country who are not entitled to vote in elections to the European Parliament.2 

 EUPPs and EUPFs may receive contributions from their members (national political parties or 
individual members), which may not exceed 40 % of the EUPP’s or EUPF’s annual budget. They may 
not receive anonymous contributions. Contributions to EUPFs may come from the EUPP with which 
it is affiliated, but may not derive from funds received by a EUPP from the general EU budget. 
Contributions from an individual member (citizen) made on his or her behalf may not exceed 
EUR 18 000 per year unless the member is a member of the European Parliament or national or 
regional parliament or regional assembly.3 

Activities: 

 EUPPs may use their funding (from the general EU budget or other sources) to finance campaigns 
conducted by EUPPs in the context of elections to the European Parliament in which they or their 
members participate.  Such expenditure must be clearly identified by EUPPs in their annual 
financial statements.4 

 Electoral expenditure (including limits on spending) for all political parties, candidates and third 
parties and their activities at elections to the European Parliament are governed in each Member 
State by national provisions.5 

 EUPPs may not fund from the general budget of the EU or from any other source - directly or 
indirectly - other political parties, and in particular national parties or candidates. The latter are 
governed by national rules.6  

 EUPFs may not fund from the general budget of the European Union or from any other source – 
directly or indirectly – elections, political parties, or candidates or other foundations.7 

                                                               
2  Regulation (EU, Euratom) No. 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the 

statute and funding of European political parties and European political foundations (“Regulation 1141/2014”), 
Article 20. Available at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32014R1141 (accessed 5 
December 2022). 

3  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 20. 
4  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 21. 
5  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 21. 
6  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 22(1) 
7  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 22(2). 
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 Neither EUPPs nor EUPFs may use their funds to finance referendum campaigns.8 

 METHODOLOGY 
The study was prepared on the basis of desk research and consisted in the following three steps: 

 Obtaining national legislation from Member States regulating the financing of EUPPs, European 
Parliament elections and EUPFs. 

 Extracting from the national legislation legal provisions regulating, affecting or potentially 
affecting: i) the generation by EUPPs or EUPFs of contributions from their members or donations; 
ii) the funding and/or organising of activities (including joint activities with national political parties 
or candidates) in the Member States. 

 Recording the legal provisions in tables, structured thematically by: i) national provisions on 
donations affecting EUPPs and EUPFs; ii) national provisions on contributions affecting EUPPs and 
EUPFs; iii) national provisions related to funding of activities of EUPPs and EUPFs. 

2.1. Sources of information 
The study obtained English language versions of the relevant legal acts from official websites of the 
Member States, or directly from the competent national authorities. Requests to national authorities 
were made using the list of contacts provided in the 2020 Annual Activity Report of the Authority9, and 
where necessary from an online Council of Europe list of websites of Electoral Management Bodies 
from Venice Commission member states.10 

Where English language versions of legislation were not available from the above-mentioned sources, 
the following databases were used:  

 OSCE/ODIHR database of legal reviews and legislation.11 

 VOTA database on electoral legislation, constitutional provisions and Venice Commission 
documents in the electoral field12. 

 EuroPAM (European Public Accountability Mechanisms) legal database.13 

Where English language versions were unobtainable from any of the above sources, local language 
versions were obtained from the same sources and machine translated. Legal provisions obtained in 
this way were copy-edited by the author and checked for accuracy where doubts existed on the 
accuracy of translation. 

                                                               
8  Regulation 1141/2014, Article 22.3. 
9  Authority for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations, Annual Activity Report 2020. 

https://www.appf.europa.eu/cmsdata/238104/2020 AnnualActivityReport AuthorityEUPPsEUPFs.pdf (accessed 
5 December 2022).  

10  See https://www.coe.int/en/web/electoral-management-bodies-conference/useful-links 
(accessed 18 January 2023). 

11  See https://legislationline.org (accessed 18 January 2023). 
12  See https://www.te.gob.mx/vota elections (accessed 18 January 2023). 
13  See http://europam.eu/?module=legislation (accessed 18 January 2023). 
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2.1.1. Completeness of data 
Despite efforts to obtain the data using all the sources listed above, the study was unable to confirm 
with all certainty whether there are any laws in place related to the implementation of 
Regulation 1141/2014 or explicitly regulating EUPPs and EUPFs in the following countries: Austria, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands. 
Considering the efforts made by the author to obtain such legislation, it is assumed that there are very 
likely no such legal provisions. 

2.2. Presentation of data 
The legal provisions obtained for each Member State are presented in three tables: 

Table 1: National provisions affecting donations to EUPPs and EUPFs. 

This table contains provisions of national laws that are relevant to the provision of donations 
(i.e. monetary or in-kind benefits/gifts) to EUPPs and EUPFs. 

Table 2: National provisions on contributions affecting EUPPs and EUPFs. 

This table contains provisions of national laws that are relevant to the provision of contributions 
(i.e. structured payments by members) to EUPPs and EUPFs. 

Table 3: National provisions related to funding of activities of EUPPs and EUPFs. 

This table provides provisions of national law that affect or potentially affect the funding by EUPPs and 
EUPFs of activities (including joint events with national parties or foundations, or with candidates). The 
table specifically includes provisions on any of the following: 

 Definition of entities that may campaign in elections. 

 Provisions on donations by EUPPs to national political parties (including their election campaigns 
in Member States).   

 Spending restrictions and limits at European Parliament election campaigns, both for EUPPs if 
these exist in national legislation, and national political parties. Limits and restrictions on national 
political parties are included as these may affect the ability of the latter to participate in joint events 
together with EUPPs. 

 Provision on funding of activities of EUPFs. 

The provisions in the tables do not include the following: 

 Provisions on public subsidies or in-kind assistance to national political parties during European 
Parliament election campaigns.  

 Provisions defining the types of campaigning permitted or restricted/forbidden. Although these 
provisions have a significant effect on the nature of campaigning (and theoretically therefore also 
the ability of EUPPs to campaign), the focus of this study is on funding of activities rather than the 
activities themselves. 

 Provisions on reporting or disclosure requirements.  

 Provisions on audit or control. 

 Provisions on sanctions for violation of political funding provisions. 
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 Secondary legislation, for example instructions issued by electoral oversight bodies. The only 
exception to this is the Opinion issued by the Council of State in France in 2019 on funding of 
national parties by EUPPs (see Table 1). 

 ANALYSIS 

3.1. General findings 
The main general finding of the study is that in the national legislation of Member States there is almost 
no direct regulation of the activities of EUPPs and EUPFs, or of the activities of EUPPs at European 
Parliament elections. Seven EU Member States have specific laws on EUPPs and EUPFs or on the 
implementation of Regulation 1141/2014: Belgium, Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania 
and Slovenia. In almost all cases these laws do not cover issues related to funding or campaigning, and 
only regulate issues such as registration, liquidation and financial reports, not issues of financing itself. 
Latvia and Romania are the only exceptions (see Table 2). Latvia is the only country that explicitly 
regulates campaigning by EUPPs. In Spain for example, by contrast EUPPs are not mentioned in any 
legislation at all. 

National regulation of European Parliament elections is almost entirely devoted to the activities of 
national parties, with EP elections regulated in each country as a national election. For the data to be 
correctly interpreted, an important question in need of clarification is whether there is a clear legal 
distinction at European Parliament elections between "national campaigns" and "European 
campaigns". There is no definition of a European campaign (as opposed to a national one) in any of the 

KEY FINDINGS 

In EU Member States there is very little direct regulation of donations, contributions or the 
activities of EUPPs and EUPFs in Member States, with only one country (Latvia) establishing a 
limit on donations to EUPPs, and two countries (Latvia and Romania) establishing limits on EUPP 
spending at European election campaigns. 

Given the absence in either EU or Member State law of a distinction between national and 
European campaigns at EU parliament elections (see Section 3.1. below), a key question raised 
by the data gathered is whether (and if so where) a EUPP campaigning within a Member State 
would be interpreted as either of the following, in which case it would appear to be 
impermissible: 

 Campaigning by an entity that is not permitted to do so. Seven Member States would appear 
to not permit EUPPs to campaign (Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Malta, Poland, Portugal 
and Slovakia) (see Section 3.4); or  

 an in-kind donation to the national party that is their member, which is impermissible under 
Regulation 1141/2014, although four countries (the Czech Republic, Finland, France and 
Romania) explicitly permit donations to national political parties by EUPPs.  

Limits on European Parliament campaign spending by national parties in Member States are not 
such as to significantly affect the ability of EUPPs to fund events in Member States with parties 
or candidates.  
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national legislation gathered for this study, although the 2020 Authority Annual Activity Report sets 
out criteria for identifying what constitutes a European campaign.14 

3.2. Donations to European political parties and European political 
foundations 

The presentation of Member State provisions in Table 1 shows that donations to EUPPs and EUPFs are 
not regulated specifically in any country except Latvia. There, donations to a EUPP that has its seat in 
Latvia may only be from natural persons (individuals), and total donations and contributions to a party 
may not exceed 30% of the individual’s previous years’ income. The only other possibly relevant 
provisions are in Italy, where foundations that disburse more than 10% of their previous year’s income 
in donations and contributions must observe strict disclosure requirements, and Slovakia where 
national parties may not use state budget funding to make donations of any kind.  

3.3. Contributions to European political parties and European political 
foundations  

As shown in Table 2, legislation in Member States hardly contains any regulation of contributions to 
EUPPs or EUPFs. The only possible exception is the provision in Latvia limiting the total amount of 
donations and contributions to EUPPs with their seat in Latvia (see Section 3.2).  

3.4. Entities permitted to campaign in European Parliament elections 
Table 3 includes legal provisions that affect the ability of EUPPs to campaign in European Parliament 
elections. These were included for the following reason. EUPPs may not be able to conduct 
campaigning in Member States – or such campaigning may have a shaky legal basis – in the following 
circumstances: 

 Donations to national political parties by EUPPs and EUPFs are prohibited under Regulation 
1141/2014 (see Section 1). However this does not exclude joint activities with national political 
parties, provided that they comply with guidance of the Authority.15  

 There is no legal distinction between a national campaign at the election and a European 
campaign.  

 Either i) campaigning activities are interpreted as an in-kind donation to the campaign of the 
national political party that is a member of the EUPP, or ii) the right to campaign is explicitly 
restricted in such a way that EUPPs cannot do so. 

Regarding the third issue, regulations on campaigning vary considerably across Member States: 

 In seven Member States (Austria, Bulgaria, France, Malta, Poland, Portugal and Slovakia) only 
political parties or other nominating organisations or candidates are permitted to campaign. In 

                                                               
14  Authority for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations, Annual Activity Report 2020, p. 14-15. 

The criteria are: European campaigns must European campaigns must predominantly focus on European topics, 
i.e. topics that affect citizens across the EU; EU parties must always be able to demonstrate that campaigns were 
carried out in the context of the European elections, and in their interest as contestants in those elections; 
campaigns by EU parties must be clearly and unambiguously attributable to them through, for example, logos and 
banners; and campaigns by EU parties must be compatible with the applicable national law. Available at 
https://www.appf.europa.eu/cmsdata/238104/2020 AnnualActivityReport AuthorityEUPPsEUPFs.pdf 
(accessed 5 December 2022). 

15  Available at https://www.appf.europa.eu/appf/en/guidance/prohibition-direct-indirect-funding. 
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Slovenia, campaigning may only be conducted by citizens or entities with their seat in the country. 
In Hungary, campaign rules appear to allow only entities standing for election to campaign in 
certain ways.   

 There are no restrictions or no clear restrictions on who may campaign in 14 Member States: 
Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Spain and Sweden.  

 The Czech Republic permits campaigning by submitters of party lists, candidates and third parties; 
a third party may not be a foreign legal entity, which EUPPs are in the interpretation of the oversight 
authority.16 

 Four Member States explicitly permit campaigning by EUPPs – Germany, Ireland, Latvia and 
Romania. Germany appears to allow the nomination of candidates by EUPPs, while Irish law 
explicitly envisages campaigning as inter alia the promotion of the interests of a European 
Parliament political group (see Table 3). 

 All Member States classify as donations the provision of goods and services for free or at more 
favourable than market conditions - “in-kind” donations. This raises the question whether Member 
States would interpret campaigning by a EUPP as an in-kind donation to the national party that is 
its member. It is worth noting that Latvia (the country with the most developed legislation on the 
financing of and electoral activities of EUPPs) is the only country to specify in its law that 
expenditure by EUPP on a pre-election campaign is not considered as a donation to a political party 
(see Table 3).  

3.5. Limits on campaign spending 
Latvia and Romania are the only countries that establish an expenditure limit for EUPPs – in Romania a 
multiple (3255) of the gross minimum basic salary, in Latvia 10% of the limit established for a national 
political party or alliance (0.0003 x number of voters x average gross monthly wage). 

For national parties, there is no limit on campaign expenditure at European Parliament elections in ten 
Member States (Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands and Sweden). There are limits in seventeen Member States (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain). In some countries, these are absolute amounts - for example 
EUR 7 million in Austria, BGN 2 million (equal to EUR 1 022 583) in Bulgaria, or EUR 9.2 million in France. 
Most countries establish limits by a formula, for example in Italy 1 Euro x the number of citizens.  

 CONCLUSIONS 
The main conclusions of this study are the following: 

 National provisions on European Parliament elections are almost entirely devoted to the activities 
of national parties, with European Parliament elections regulated in each country as a national 
election. There are very few provisions on donations or contributions to EUPPs or EUPFs in 
EU Member States in addition to Regulation 1141/2014. The provisions that do exist do not 
constitute any significant variation between Member States in this regard, with the sole exception 

                                                               
16  Czech Authority for the Oversight of Financing of Political parties and Movements, Frequently asked 

questions/Methodological opinion, available at https://www.udhpsh.cz/metodicka-stanoviska-volby-do-ep#ot45 
(accessed 5 December 2022). 
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of provisions on EUPPs in Latvia, which prohibits donations by legal entities to EUPPs that have 
their seat in Latvia.  

 Limits on European Parliament campaign spending by national parties in Member States are not 
such as to significantly affect the ability of EUPPs to fund joint events in Member States with parties 
or candidates. The only possible exceptions are Latvia and Romania, where an expenditure limit for 
EUPPs is established by law.   

 In many Member States, national regulation of political parties and of European Parliament election 
campaigns may significantly affect the ability of EUPPs to engage in campaigning, given the 
absence of a clear legal distinction between "national" and "European" campaigns at European 
Parliament elections. This is likely to be the case in either of the following circumstances: 

o Where there are restrictions on which entities are permitted to campaign which effectively 
prohibit EUPPs from doing so. Only four Member States explicitly permit campaigning by 
EUPPs; 7 Member States appear effectively to prohibit such campaigning, while 14 Member 
States do not have clear restrictions on who may campaign.  

o Where EUPP campaigning is interpreted as an in-kind donation to the national political 
party that benefits from the campaigning. All Member States – including those that do not 
appear to clearly restrict campaigning by entities not participating directly in the national 
election – define in-kind donations as the provision of goods and services for free or on 
favourable terms.17  

 TABLES 

5.1. National provisions affecting donations to European political parties 
and European political foundations 

This table contains provisions of national laws that are relevant to the provision of donations 
(i.e.  monetary or in-kind benefits/gifts) to EUPPs and EUPFs. 

Key: 

 "N/A": means that no provisions in the legal acts obtained have been identified that directly affect 
or could directly affect EUPPs or EUPFs in the areas of regulation covered by the table. 

 "Note": Notes explaining context or other provisions referenced to in the provision cited. 

 Text in square brackets [xx] is to ensure clarity of language in a legal provision where the meaning 
might not be clear, for example because a word would only be clear if other provisions were cited 
that that are not relevant to the subject matter of the table. 

Table 1: National provisions affecting donations to European political parties and European 
political foundations 

                                                               
17  The Council of Europe Group of States Against Corruption’s Third Round Evaluation on Transparency of Political 

Party Funding interpreted the Council’s standards on political party funding to require in-kind (non-cash) donations 
to be regulated clearly and included in the definition of donation in Member State laws. The evaluation 
questionnaire and country reports are available at 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/greco/evaluations#{%2222359946%22:[2]} (accessed 18 January 2023).  
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 European Parliament Directorate General for Finance, Financing of Political Structures in 
EU Member States. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014 2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/AFCO/DV/2021/10-
27/2021-JUNE_PE694.836_Financingpoliticalstructures_withAnnex3_EN.pdf (accessed 
6 December 2022). 

 Guidelines for Political Parties, July 2017, Standards in Public Office Commission, Republic of 
Ireland. https://www.sipo.ie/acts-and-codes/legislation/electoral/ (accessed 6 December 2022). 

 Alexander Shlyk, Barbara Jouan Stonestreet, Septimius Pârvu, Puzzling rules – equal game?: 
Comparing political finance regulations across the EU: Recommendations on Electoral Reform, 
European Platform for Democratic Elections, June 2022. 
https://www.epde.org/en/news/details/New-EPDE-publication-Puzzling-rules-equal-game.html 
(accessed 7 December 2022). 

EUROPEAN LAW 

 Regulation (EU, Euratom) No. 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
22 October 2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties and European political 
foundations (“Regulation 1141/2014”), Article 20. Available at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32014R1141 (accessed 5 December 2022). 

 

 

 

MEMBER STATE LAWS  

Note: 

- This bibliography of laws includes not only laws cited in Tables 1-3, but other laws that were 
consulted.  

- All laws are consolidated versions as of 31 August 2022, with web links functional at that date.  

Austria 

 Federal Act on the Financing of Political Parties (Political Parties Act), No. 56/ 2012. 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Erv/ERV 2012 1 56/ERV 2012 1 56.pdf. 

 Federal law on the election of the members of the European Parliament, No. 117/1996. 
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=1
0001436.  

Belgium 

 Law on the limitation and control of election expenses incurred for the election of the House of 
Representatives, and on the financing and open accounting of political parties., 1989 
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/1989/07/04/1989000418/justel#texte. 

 Law introducing the Companies and Associations Code of 23 March 2019 

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/mopdf/2019/04/04 1.pdf#Page53  
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 Electoral Code, 1894. 
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=1894041230&ta
ble_name=loi 

 Law on Elections to the European Parliament, No. 33/1989. 
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/1989/03/23/1989000145/justel. 

Bulgaria 

 Electoral Code, No. 19/2014. https://www.te.gob.mx/vota elections/page/countrie/16. 

 Law on Political Parties, No. 28/2005. 
https://www.bulnao.government.bg/media/documents/political-parties-act-16.pdf. 

Croatia 

 Act on the Financing of Political Activities, Election Campaigns and Referendums, 2019. 
https://www.izbori.hr/site/UserDocsImages/Zakoni%20-
%20engl/Zakon o financiranju NN 29-19 ENG.pdf. 

 European Parliamentary Elections Act, 2010. https://www.sabor.hr/en/republic-croatia-
european-parliamentary-elections-act. 

 Act on Foundations, No. 106/2018. https://www.zakon.hr/z/1435/Zakon-o-zakladama. 

Cyprus 

 Political Parties Law, No. 175(I)/2012. http://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/indexes/2012 1 175.html   

 Law on Election of Members of the European Parliament, No. 10(I)/2004.  

http://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2004 1 10/full.html. 

Czech Republic 

 Law on Association in Political Parties and Movements, No. 424/1991.  

https://www.udhpsh.cz/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/424-1991.pdf. 

 Law on Elections to the European Parliament, No. 62/2003. https://www.udhpsh.cz/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/62-2003Sb.pdf. 

 Law on European political parties and European political foundations, No. 246/2017. 
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2017-246.  

Denmark 

 Political Parties Funding Act 1987, No. 973/2017. https://elections.sim.dk/media/37954/political-
parties-funding-act.pdf. 

 Annual Accounts of Political Parties Act 1991, No. 139/2019. 
https://elections.sim.dk/media/37953/annual-accounts-of-political-parties-act.pdf. 

 Consolidated Act Concerning the Election of the Danish Members of the European Parliament 
1989, No. 1259/2020. https://elections.im.dk/media/15731/consolidated-act-no-1259-of-27-
august-2020.pdf.  
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 Folketing (Parliamentary) Elections Act, Np. 1260/2020. 
https://elections.im.dk/media/15736/consolidated-act-no-1260-of-27-august-2020.pdf.  

Estonia 

 Political Parties Act 1994, Reference RT I 1994, 40, 654. 
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/513042015011/consolide#. 

 European Parliament Election Act 2002, Reference RT I 2003, 4, 22. 
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/504122017001/consolide. 

 Foundations Act 1995, Reference RT I 1995, 92, 1604, 199. https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/28455.  

Finland 

 Act on Political Parties, No. 10/1969. 
https://legislationline.org/sites/default/files/documents/da/Finland Act political parties 1969

am2010 en.pdf  Amendments since 2010 available in consolidated Finnish version at 
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/1969/19690010. 

 Act on a Candidate’s Election Funding, No. 273/2009. 
https://vaalit.fi/documents/5430845/7460165/Act+on+a+Candidate+s+Election+Funding.pdf/6
27e4f91-393f-4be0-8d87-0eac17a0890b/Act+on+a+Candidate+s+Election+Funding.pdf. 

France 

 Law on the election of representatives to the European Parliament, No. 77-729/1977. 
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000000338793?datePublication=&dateSignat
ure=&dateVersion=26%2F07%2F2022&isAdvancedResult=&nature=LOI&page=3&pageSize=10
&query=77-
729&searchField=ALL&searchProximity=&searchType=ALL&sortValue=SIGNATURE DATE DESC
&tab selection=lawarticledecree&typePagination=DEFAUT&typeRecherche=date.  

 Law on Transparency of Political Life, No. 88-227/1988. 
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000000321646?tab selection=all&searchField
=ALL&query=88-227&page=1&init=true.  

 Electoral Code, 1964. 
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section lc/LEGITEXT000006070239/LEGISCTA000006085
760/#LEGISCTA000006085760. 

Germany 

 Election of Members of the European Parliament from the Federal Republic of Germany Act, 1994. 
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/en/dam/jcr/54a117fc-d5ec-44a5-887a-
b017144fe2d9/europawahlgesetz engl.pdf. 

 Political Parties Act, 1967. https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/partg/PartG.pdf 

Greece 

 Law on Funding of Political Parties, No. 3023/2002. 
https://europam.eu/data/mechanisms/PF/PF%20Laws/Greece/Greece law 3023 State%20financ
ing%20of%20political%20parties 2002 amended2017 GR.pdf. 
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Hungary  

 Act on Electoral Procedure, No XXXVI/2013. 
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-REF(2021)062-e 

 Law on the Operation and Management of Political Parties, No. XXXIII/1989. 
https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=98900033.tv 

 Act on Transparency of Campaign Costs, No. LXXXVII/2013. 
https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=a1300087.tv 

 Act on the Election of Members of the European Parliament, No. CXIII/2003. 
https://www.te.gob.mx/vota elections/page/countrie/27.  

Ireland 

 Electoral Act, No. 25/1997. https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/25/enacted/en/print.html 

 European Parliament Elections Act, No. 2/1997. 
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/enacted/en/html. 

Italy 

 Rules on the reduction of public contributions in favour of political parties and movements, as well 
as measures to ensure the transparency and controls of the statements of the same. Delegation to 
the Government for the adoption of a single text of laws concerning the financing of political 
parties and movements and for the harmonization of the regime relating to tax deductions. Law 
No. 96/ 2012. https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:2012-07-06;96. 

 Law on the Abolition of direct public funding, provisions for party transparency and democracy 
and regulation of voluntary contributions and indirect contributions to them, Decree Law 
No. 149/2013. https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2013;149. 

 Urgent measures for economic growth and for the resolution of specific crisis Situations, Decree 
No. 34/2019. https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2019-04-
30;34!vig. 

Latvia 

 Law on Financing of Political Organisations (Parties), No. 114 (Official Journal)/2005. 
https://likumi.lv/ta/en/en/id/36189-law-on-financing-of-political-organisations-parties.  

 Law on European political parties and European Political Foundations, No. 90 (Official 
Journal)/2017. 
https://legislationline.org/sites/default/files/documents/aa/LATV on%20European%20Political%
20Parties%20and%20Foundations.pdf. 

 Pre-election Campaign Law, No. 199 (Official Journal)/2012. https://likumi.lv/ta/en/en/id/253543-
pre-election-campaign-law. 

 Associations and Foundations Law, No. No. 161 (Official Journal)/2003. 
https://legislationline.org/sites/default/files/documents/49/Latvia Associations%20and%20Foun
dations%20Law.pdf. 
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Lithuania 

 Law on Funding of Political Campaigns and Control of Funding thereof, No IX-2428/2004. https://e-
seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/4de81f801dbb11eb9604df942ee8e443?jfwid=bkaxmc6k. 

 Law on Elections to European Parliament, No IX-1837/2003. https://e-
seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/e458b91030d111eb8c97e01ffe050e1c?jfwid=79wzth75z. 

 Law on Political Parties, No. I-606/1990. https://e-
seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/2a2faf104f7811eba1f8b445a2cb2bc7?jfwid=rivwzvpvg. 

 Law on European Political Parties and European Political Foundations, No. XIII-2298/2019 (provided 
by Lithuania Parliament). 

Luxembourg 

 Electoral Law, 2003 (consolidated version as of February 2019). 
https://legilux.public.lu/eli/etat/leg/recueil/elections/20190216 

 Law regulating the financing of political parties, 2007. 
https://legilux.public.lu/eli/etat/leg/loi/2007/12/21/n8/consolide/20200101. 

Malta 

 Financing of Political Parties Act, No.XXIV/2016. https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/544/eng/pdf. 

 Foreign Interference Act, No. XI/1982. https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/300/eng/pdf.  

 European Parliament Elections Act, No. XVI/2004. https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/467/eng. 

 General Elections Act, No. XXI/1991. https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/354/eng/pdf. 

 European Parliament Elections (Maximum Expenses) Regulations, No. 313(Legal notice)/2004. 
https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/467.1/eng. 

Netherlands 

 Law on Financing of Political Parties, 2013. https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0033004/2022-05-01.  

 Electoral Law, 1989 (consolidated version as of 2013). 
https://www.te.gob.mx/vota elections/page/countrie/40. 

Poland (all laws provided by Electoral Commission) 

 Act of 27 June 1997 on Political Parties. 

 Act of 22 November 2018 on European political parties and European political foundations. 

 Act of April 7, 1989 - Law on associations. 

 Electoral Code, 2011. 

Portugal 

 Law on Elections to the European Parliament, No. 14/1987. 
https://www.sg.mai.gov.pt/AdministracaoEleitoral/EleicoesReferendos/ParlamentoEuropeu/Docu
ments/LEPE_En_rev.pdf. 
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 Law on Financing of political parties and electoral campaigns, No. 19/2003 (provided by Electoral 
Commission). 

 Political Parties Law, No. 2/2003 (provided by Electoral Commission). 

 Foundations Framework Law, No. 24/2012 (provided by Electoral Commission). 

Romania 

 Law on the financing of the activity of political parties and of the electoral campaigns, 
No. 334/2006. Contained in “The financing of the activity of political parties and of the electoral 
campaigns for the election of local public administration authorities of 2020”, brochure of 
Permanent Electoral Authority. 2020 Amendments (No. 202/2020). 
https://www.roaep.ro/prezentare/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/F P EN.pdf. 

 Law on the Organisation and Conduct of Elections to the European Parliament, No. 33/2007 
(provided by Permanent Electoral Authority). 

 Law on the establishment of measures for the implementation of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 
No. 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the status and 
funding of European political parties and European political foundations, N0. 206/2019. 
https://www.roaep.ro/legislatie/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Legea-206-2019.pdf. 

 Ordinance on Associations and Foundations, No. 26/2000. 
https://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/20740.  

Slovakia  

 Law on Political Parties and Movements, No. 85/2005. https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-
predpisy/SK/ZZ/2005/85/. 

 Law on the election  campaign and on the amendment to Act No. 85/2005 Coll. on political parties 
and political movements as amended, No. 181/2014. Note: The text does not include subsequent 
amendments, namely the deletion of Article 8 via amendments passed in 2019. https://www.slov-
lex.sk/static/pdf/2014/181/ZZ_2014_181_20220531.pdf. 

Slovenia 

 Act on Political Parties, No. 62/1994. http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO359. 

 Act on the Election of Members of Parliament from the Republic of Slovenia to the European 
Parliament, No. 96/2002. http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO3401.  

 Law on the election and referendum campaign, No. 41/2007. 
http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO4749. 

 Regulation on the implementation of Regulation (EU, EURATOM) no. 1141/2014 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the statute and financing of European 
political parties and European political foundations, No. 00717-9/2016. 
http://pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=URED7330. 

 Law on Foundations, No. 60/2005. http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO428.  
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Spain 

 Law on the General Election Regime, No. 5/1985. https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-
1985-11672. 

 Law on the financing of political parties, No. 8/2007. https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-
A-2007-13022. 

 Royal Decree 953/2021, of November 2, which regulates the direct granting of subsidies for 
operating expenses of foundations and associations linked to political parties with representation 
in the General Cortes that carry out activities of study and development of political and social 
thought, No. 953/2021. https://www.boe.es/diario boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-2021-17914.  

Sweden 

 Act on Transparency in the Financing of Parties, No. 90/2018. 
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-
201890-om-insyn-i-finansiering-av-partier sfs-2018-90. 

  Act with supplementary provisions to the EU regulation on European political parties and 
European political foundations, No. 1057/2016.                          
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-
20161057-med-kompletterande-bestammelser sfs-2016-1057 .This study, commissioned by the 
Authority for European Political Parties and European Political Foundations, presents and briefly 
analyses the legal provisions of EU Member States that may affect the implementation of provisions 
of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No. 1141/2014 on the statute and funding of European political parties 
and European political foundations relating to donations and contributions to European political 
parties and foundations, and organising activities including joint activities with national or local 
partners in Member State





 

3 

 


